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DAILY CURRENTS AFFAIRS (01 AUGUST 2024) 

TOPICS COVERED 

1. Hamas leader Haniyeh killed in air strike in Iranian capital 
2. Privilege breach proceedings against MLAs can continue in next Assembly: Madras 

HC (GS paper-II Privilege Motion) 
3. Outflow from KRS, Kabini dams stepped up; officials sound alert for people living 

downstream (GS paper-I: Geography) 
4. Ex-Health Secretary Preeti Sudan is new UPSC Chairperson (GS paper-II: UPSC) 
5. Constitute commission to hive off Naga villages from Kuki-dominated districts 
6. Gadkari urges Nirmala to withdraw insurance GST 
7. Five-year-old boy shoots schoolmate in Bihar (GS Paper-IV: Ethics) 
8. IAF’s largest multilateral exercise to begin this month 
9. Ransomware attack halts services at small banks (GS paper-III Cyber Security) 
10. In 3 years, power cuts in India will rise, says report 
11. The global struggle for a pandemic treaty (GS paper-III: Disaster Management) 
12. Unnatural disaster (GS paper-III: Disaster Management) 
13. Problem power (GS paper-III: S&T) 
14. Early detection of lung cancer can save lives (GS Paper-III: Basic Science) 
15. The middle class, which moved away from BJP, is upset with Budget (GS Paper-

III: Budget) 
16. On discarding indexation for LTCG (GS paper-III: Capital Market) 
17. Why have violent protests in Kenya continued? (GS paper-II: International 

relation) 
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Privilege breach proceedings against MLAs can continue in next 
Assembly: Madras HC (01 August) 

• The Madras High Court ruled that breach of privilege proceedings against MLAs can continue even 
after the Assembly is dissolved. 

• Such proceedings do not lapse with the election of a new Assembly. 
• Justices S.M. Subramaniam and C. Kumarappan stated that privileges would be meaningless if 

proceedings ended with an Assembly's term. 
• They also noted that MLAs might disregard privileges if the law were interpreted otherwise. 
• The court allowed writ appeals from 2021 against a 2020 order that quashed show-cause notices 

issued to Chief Minister M.K. Stalin and 17 DMK MLAs. 
• The notices were for displaying ‘gutkha’ sachets in the Assembly in July 2017. 
• The Division Bench criticized the single judge for interfering prematurely and overstepping their role. 
• The court sent the matter back to the current Speaker and the Committee of Privileges to continue 

proceedings and make a final decision. 
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Hema panel report: Kerala HC extends stay on SIC order (01 
August) 

• The Kerala High Court extended the stay on a State Information Commission order to disclose the K. 
Hema Committee report until August 6. 

• The extension came in response to a writ petition by film producer Sajimon Parayil challenging the SIC 
order. 
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• The petitioner argues that making the K. Hema Committee report public would violate privacy rights 
and breach witness confidentiality. 

• They fear that publicizing the report could identify witnesses and expose them to retaliation or 
harassment. 

• The report, submitted to the Chief Minister on December 31, 2019, has remained secret despite calls 
for its release since a 2017 sexual assault case. 

Outflow from KRS, Kabini dams stepped up; officials sound alert 
for people living downstream (01 August) 

• Continuous rain in the Cauvery catchment areas has led to increased outflow from the Krishnaraja 
Sagar (KRS) and Kabini dams. 

• A flood warning has been issued for people living downstream of the dams in Mandya, Mysuru, and 
Chamarajanagar districts. 

• Residents along the riverbanks are advised to relocate to safer areas. 
• The outflow from KRS increased to 1.7 lakh cusecs by Wednesday evening, while the combined 

outflow from KRS and Kabini exceeded 2.4 lakh cusecs. 
• The Kabini river joins the Cauvery at T. Narsipur, affecting villages downstream from this confluence. 
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Ex-Health Secretary Preeti Sudan is new UPSC Chairperson (01 
August) 

• Preeti Sudan, former Union Health Secretary, was appointed Chairperson of the Union Public Service 
Commission (UPSC) following Manoj Soni’s resignation. 

• Sudan, currently a UPSC member, will take office on Thursday and serve until April 29, 2025, or until 
further notice. 

• She will turn 65 in April 2025. 
• Sudan is only the second woman to lead the UPSC, after R.M. Bathew, who served from 1992 to 1996. 
• Preeti Sudan has been appointed Chairperson of the UPSC from August 1, 2024, until April 29, 2025, 

or until further orders. 
• Her appointment was approved by the President under Article 316 of the Constitution. 
• Manoj Soni resigned from the UPSC Chairperson position on July 4, and his resignation was accepted 

effective July 31. 
• Soni resigned for "personal reasons," nearly five years before his term was set to end in 2029. 
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• Preeti Sudan, a 1983-batch IAS officer from Andhra Pradesh, previously served as Union Health 
Secretary until July 2020. 
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IAF’s largest multilateral exercise to begin this month (01 August) 
• The Indian Air Force (IAF) will host its largest multilateral exercise, Tarang Shakti, in August and 

September. 
• Eighteen countries will participate, with ten bringing air assets, and a total of 150 aircraft from both 

foreign and IAF will be involved. 
• The exercise will take place over Sulur and Jodhpur. 
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• The event aims to foster interoperability, share best practices, and showcase India's defense industry. 
• Germany, France, Spain, and the U.K. will join Phase-1, while Phase-2 will include Australia, 

Bangladesh, Greece, Singapore, the UAE, and the U.S. 
• The IAF’s Tarang Shakti exercise will be conducted in two phases to accommodate diverse 

participation and needs. 
• Phase-1 will be from August 6-14 at Sulur, Tamil Nadu, with 32 foreign aircraft and over 40 IAF aircraft. 
• Phase-2 will be from September 1-14 at Jodhpur, featuring 27 fighters, two refueling aircraft, two 

airborne early warning aircraft, and four C-130 Special Forces aircraft from foreign countries, with over 
40 IAF aircraft. 

• Several participating countries in the Pitch Black exercise in Australia will join Tarang Shakti on their 
return. 

• The Indian Navy will also participate in Phase-1 with MiG-29K carrier-borne fighters. 

Ransomware attack halts services at small banks (01 
August) 

• Around 300 small-sized lenders have been affected by a ransomware attack at C-Edge 
Technologies. 
• Customers of cooperative banks and regional rural banks are unable to access payment 
services like ATM withdrawals and UPI. 
• The issue has been ongoing for the past two days following a breach at C-Edge. 
• Other banking services remain normal, and precautions are being taken to protect the 
payment system. 
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The global struggle for a pandemic treaty (01 August) 

• WHO member states did not finalize a historic Pandemic Agreement despite over two years of 
negotiations. 

• The agreement aimed to improve global pandemic preparedness, prevention, and reduce inequities 
seen during COVID-19. 

• The 77th World Health Assembly (May 27-June 1, 2024) in Geneva had two key developments in global 
health governance. 

• Agreed on amendments to the International Health Regulations (IHR) 2005, from 300 reform proposals 
by governments. 

• IHR amendments aim to enhance countries' abilities to handle Public Health Emergencies of 
International Concern (PHEIC) and introduce a Pandemic Emergency (PE) category. 

• Amendments focus on ensuring equitable access to health products during emergencies and 
mobilizing financial resources to support developing countries. 

• Emphasis on solidarity and equity, and creation of a National IHR Authority for better coordination. 
• The 77th WHA extended the mandate of the Pandemic Treaty negotiating body (INB). 
• The proposed WHO Pandemic Agreement should be completed by the 78th World Health Assembly in 

May 2025, or earlier at a Special Session in 2024. 
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• Three contentious issues in the Pandemic Agreement draft are obstacles: pathogen access and 
benefit sharing (PABS); technology transfer, local production, and intellectual property; and the One 
Health approach. 

• Geopolitical discord and competing interests between higher- and lower-income countries stall these 
provisions. 

• International cooperation and mutual solidarity are essential for global health security. 
• The most contentious issue in the pandemic agreement negotiations is the Pathogen Access and 

Benefit Sharing (PABS) system in Article 12. 
• PABS emerged in response to inequities in treatment access and vaccine distribution during COVID-

19. 
• PABS aims to ensure that genetic resources and pathogen samples from developing countries are 

reciprocated with vaccines and diagnostics. 
• The proposal suggests that vaccine and diagnostic manufacturers in wealthy countries donate a 

portion of their products to WHO for global distribution based on need and effectiveness. 
• Low- and middle-income countries (LMICs) want a guarantee of at least 20% of shared pandemic 

products. 
• Many high-income countries argue that 20% should be the maximum limit, with some rich countries 

not agreeing to 20%. 

Technology transfer, intellectual property 

• Vaccine inequity during COVID-19 was exacerbated by intellectual property protections, rich-world 
hoarding, export restrictions, and manufacturing limitations. 

• Technology transfer, know-how, and skills are crucial for pandemic preparedness and response. 
• Strong provisions for technology transfers and local production could help address failures in PABS 

negotiations. 
• Technology transfer and intellectual property waivers are needed to ensure diverse manufacturing 

capacities globally and reduce reliance on high-income countries. 
• Governance of production and technology transfer, particularly in Articles 10 and 11, is a major point 

of contention in negotiations. 
• Conditions for technology transfer aim to facilitate sustainable and geographically diversified 

production through product information sharing and TRIPS flexibilities like compulsory licensing. 
• There is no consensus on the transfer of 'know-how' and the binding nature of these transfers. 
• High-income countries advocate for Voluntary and Mutually Agreed Terms (VMAT), which may 

discourage LMICs from adopting mandatory approaches under the TRIPS Agreement. 
• There is disagreement over the 'peace clause,' which requires respect for TRIPS flexibilities and 

discourages pressure against their use. 
• The draft Agreement includes the One Health approach, recognizing the interconnection between 

human, animal, and environmental health. 
• One Health promotes integrated and coordinated efforts among relevant organizations and sectors. 
• High-income countries, especially the EU, support One Health. 
• LMICs see One Health as an unfunded mandate that adds to their resource burdens. 
• Enforcement remains a major obstacle in international law, with the lack of a robust compliance 

mechanism affecting the implementation of the Pandemic Agreement. 
• The proposed Conference of Parties (COP) will monitor and review the implementation and 

functioning of the agreement every five years. 
• The latest draft suggests the COP establish an inclusive, transparent, and effective monitoring and 

evaluation system. 
• It remains uncertain how countries, especially wealthy nations, will respond to this proposal. 
• A core aim of the Pandemic Agreement is to promote long-term and sustainable access to medical 

products by diversifying production and enhancing regional manufacturing capabilities. 
• Pathogen access and technology transfer are essential to the success of the agreement. 
• Recent amendments to the IHR and ongoing negotiations represent significant progress in 

international law. 
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• The treaty aims to create a more equitable and resilient global health system, not just for the next 
pandemic but for future preparedness. 

AI needs cultural policies, not just regulation (01 August) 
• The future of AI requires a balance of regulation and policies promoting high-quality data as a public 

good. 
• Fair and wide access to data fosters transparency, creates a level playing field, and builds public trust. 
• More and diverse human-generated text improves the performance of Large Language Models (LLMs). 
• Data, computing power, and algorithmic innovations are key drivers of AI progress. 
• There is a problem with insufficient human-generated digital content to train AI models. 
• Meta's LLama 3, for example, is trained on 15 trillion tokens, much more than the British Library's book 

collection. 
• A study suggests we might reach 'peak data' before 2030 due to high demand for pristine text. 
• Public data contamination by LLMs could cause feedback loops, amplifying biases and depleting 

diversity. 
• Fears of an 'AI winter' arise from the relentless race for data, sometimes compromising quality and 

ethics. 
• 'Books3', a collection of pirated books, is used to train leading LLMs, raising legal and ethical 

concerns. 
• LLMs are often trained on a mix of licensed content, publicly available data, and social media 

interactions. 
• These training data reflect and sometimes exacerbate the biases of an anglophone and presentist 

cyberspace. 
• LLMs lack primary sources, relying mostly on secondary English-language commentaries. 
• Missing are primary sources like archival documents, oral traditions, and inscriptions, which are 

crucial to our cultural heritage 
• State Archives in Italy alone contain 1,500 kilometers of shelved documents, excluding Vatican 

holdings. 
• Worldwide archives could potentially provide as much or more data than currently used to train LLMs. 
• Harnessing these data would enrich AI’s understanding of cultural heritage and make it more 

accessible. 
• This could revolutionize historical understanding and protect cultural heritage from neglect, war, and 

climate change. 
• Releasing these data into the public domain could benefit the economy by allowing smaller 

companies, startups, and the open-source AI community to develop applications. 
• This would level the playing field against Big Tech and foster global innovation. 

Examples from Italy and Canada 

• Advances in AI have reduced digitization costs, allowing for accurate and fast text extraction from 
printed and manuscript documents. 

• Italy allocated €500 million for the 'Digital Library' project to make its heritage accessible as open 
data, but this initiative was deprioritized and restructured. 

• Canada’s Official Languages Act, once seen as wasteful, provided valuable data for training 
translation software. 

• Debates about adopting regional languages in the Spanish Cortes and EU institutions have overlooked 
the benefits of digitizing low-resource languages. 

• Digitizing cultural heritage is crucial for preserving history, democratizing knowledge, and enabling 
inclusive AI innovation. 

Unnatural disaster (01 August) 
Kerala must restore denuded flora and rehabilitate people in vulnerable areas 
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• Climate change can lead to extreme weather and natural disasters that may surprise local 
responders. 

• The landslides in Wayanad, Kerala on July 30 are not uncommon but have become deadly this year. 
• Heavy rains during the southwest monsoon triggered landslides that killed 200 people and devastated 

villages. 
• The Chaliyar river, which flows fast and carries sediment, was further swollen by this year's rains, 

causing more debris to be deposited in less steep areas. 
• Previous heavy rains in 2020 stripped plant cover upstream, increasing the vulnerability of rocks and 

soil to displacement. 
• Landslide-prone areas like Idukki, Kottayam, Malappuram, and Wayanad have been known for years 

and are highlighted on risk maps. 
• The deadly recurrence of landslides is due to both climate change and the State’s inadequate 

response. 
• There is a lack of advance warning and emergency preparedness for landslides. 
• Intense rains, quarrying, infrastructure development, and monocropping have worsened soil 

instability and compromised ecosystems. 
• Patterns of land use should remain unchanged, and the State must restore vegetation and provide 

alternative welfare opportunities. 
• Kerala should follow recommendations to avoid engineering projects in sensitive areas and establish 

expert committees for project feasibility. 
• Balancing development with environmental concerns has become increasingly difficult for Kerala. 
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Problem power (01 August) 
Small modular reactors must deal with the cost of proliferation resistance 

• The Indian government plans to collaborate with the private sector to study and test small modular 
reactors (SMRs). 

• Nuclear energy is important as a power source while renewable technologies develop and coal 
remains relevant and affordable. 

• Nuclear power provides high and sustainable output but involves high costs for building reactors and 
handling spent fuel, with cost and time estimates often doubling. 

• SMRs are smaller, aiming to be safer and more commercially feasible with lower capital costs and 
higher energy content. 

• The challenge is to ensure SMRs remain viable despite their external costs. 
• The privatization of nuclear power generation will increase the need for regulatory safeguards to 

prevent radioactive material from being diverted for military use. 
• First-generation SMRs will use low-enriched uranium and factory-made parts, producing manageable 

waste and economically priced power. 
• However, these reactors will need frequent refueling and produce plutonium, raising concerns about 

proliferation resistance. 
• The IAEA has suggested ‘safeguardable’ reactor designs, which would increase capital costs. 
• Future SMRs may require more enriched uranium or advanced systems to improve fuel efficiency, 

raising costs and complexity. 
• Nuclear reactors have fixed baseline costs and safety expectations, so SMR prices may not be lower. 
• The success of SMRs in India will depend on their commercial viability, stable market conditions, 

stable grids, and mass production opportunities, as well as managing proliferation resistance costs. 

 

Spent Nuclear Fuel 
• Spent nuclear fuel (SNF) refers to the used fuel that has been irradiated in a nuclear reactor and is 

no longer efficient for sustaining a nuclear reaction.  
• This material is highly radioactive and requires careful management and disposal. 

Spent nuclear fuel is composed of: 
1. Uranium Isotopes: Primarily uranium-238 and a smaller fraction of uranium-235. 
2. Plutonium Isotopes: Generated during the reactor operation from uranium-238. 
3. Fission Products: Various isotopes resulting from the splitting of uranium and plutonium atoms. 

The fuel becomes less efficient over time due to the accumulation of fission products that absorb 
neutrons and the reduction of fissile material. 
Management and Storage 
According to the Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL) and the Bhabha Atomic Research 
Centre (BARC), spent nuclear fuel management includes several steps: 

1. Cooling: After removal from the reactor, SNF is stored in pools of water, which cools the fuel and 
provides radiation shielding. 

2. Interim Storage: Once cooled, SNF may be transferred to dry cask storage, which involves 
sealing the fuel in steel and concrete containers. 

3. Reprocessing: In some cases, SNF is reprocessed to extract usable materials like uranium and 
plutonium, which can be recycled into new fuel. 

Disposal 
• Long-term disposal of SNF is a significant challenge due to its long-lived radioactivity.  
• The preferred method is deep geological disposal, where SNF is buried in stable geological 

formations hundreds of meters below the surface. 
Regulatory Framework 

• The management of spent nuclear fuel in India is governed by the Atomic Energy Regulatory Board 
(AERB) and adheres to stringent safety standards to protect public health and the environment. 
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Early detection of lung cancer can save lives (01 August) 
• Lung cancer, discovered in the early 1900s, has become a major public health challenge. 
• Advances in imaging, bronchoscopy, and molecular diagnostics improved diagnosis in the 20th 

century. 
• August 1, World Lung Cancer Day, highlights the importance of understanding lung cancer's risk 

factors and early detection. 
• Lung cancer is the most commonly diagnosed cancer and the leading cause of cancer-related deaths 

worldwide. 
• In India, lung cancer incidence is rising rapidly, contributing to 10% of cancer deaths. 
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• India ranks fourth globally in lung cancer cases, with 81,000 cases and 75,000 deaths reported in 
2022, expected to double by 2025. 

• Lung cancer in India is often detected at Stage 3 or 4, making it less curable and leading to poor 
survival rates. 

• More than half of patients have distant metastasis at diagnosis. 
• Delays in diagnosis are due to inadequate screening, resource constraints, lack of structured referral 

systems, and a high burden of tuberculosis (TB). 
• Primary care physicians may miss lung cancer diagnoses due to these factors. 
• An augmented intelligence system could help suggest diagnoses based on imaging or patient history. 
• Lung cancer is not yet included in India's cancer screening programmes. 
• The ICMR's recent call for research to evaluate population health and set screening guidelines is a 

positive development. 
• Increasing prevalence of lung cancer is due to smoking and rising air pollution levels. 
• Lung cancer deaths attributed to air pollution have surged by nearly 30% since 2007. 
• Harmful air substances (PM10, PM2.5, toxic metals, sulphur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide) negatively 

impact lung health and can cause lung cancer. 
• Smoking tobacco is the primary risk factor for lung cancer. 
• Non-smokers are affected by second-hand smoke, occupational hazards (asbestos, radon, certain 

chemicals), air pollution, hereditary cancer syndromes, and previous chronic lung diseases. 
• About 40% of lung cancer patients in north India are non-smokers, highlighting the need for broader 

awareness and preventive measures. 
• Lung cancer in non-smokers can be due to a combination of factors, with genetic mutations being a 

strong predictor. 
• Non-smoker-related lung cancers often affect younger individuals and exhibit distinct genetic changes 

compared to smoker-related cancers. 

Importance of early detection 

• High rate of disability-adjusted life years due to lung cancer in India highlights the need for early 
detection. 

• India lacks a systematic lung cancer screening program due to cost, logistical constraints, and high 
false-positive rates related to the TB burden. 

• Newer medications can extend life in advanced lung cancer but are often expensive; prevention and 
early detection are preferable. 

• Early-stage lung cancer is curable when detected early. 
• Lung cancer diagnosis methods include Chest X-ray and CT scan. 
• Chest X-rays are less effective at detecting early-stage lung cancer, typically identifying nodules or 

masses greater than 2 cm or close to the chest wall. 
• No blood biomarkers for lung cancer exist yet, but research into various techniques, including exhaled 

breath analysis, is ongoing. 
• Low-Dose Computed Tomography (LDCT) has emerged as a significant advancement in early lung 

cancer screening. 
• LDCT uses five times less radiation than a conventional CT scan. 
• It is the first choice for early lung cancer screening in the US and Europe. 
• LDCT allows periodic and sometimes annual testing in certain groups due to its lower radiation dose. 
• Studies show LDCT can reduce lung cancer mortality by 20% compared to Chest X-rays and by 24% 

compared to no screening. 
• Despite lower radiation, LDCT's sensitivity allows for early detection of potentially cancerous nodules 

or lesions. 
• Early detection with LDCT improves the range of possible therapies and treatment outcomes. 
• Lung cancer is a serious issue requiring concerted efforts. 
• Efforts needed from individuals, healthcare providers, and policymakers. 
• Raise awareness about lung cancer. 
• Implement smoking cessation programs. 
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• Implement safety measures for occupational exposures. 
• Research better diagnostic technologies and treatment modalities for the Indian population. 
• Establish a national lung cancer screening program. 
• Aim to combat the silent epidemic and ensure better survival rates. 

 

Question: Consider the following imaging methods: 

1. Chest X-ray  
2. CT scan. 
3. Low-Dose Computed Tomography (LDCT) 

How may of the above method(s) is/are used for the diagnosis of Lung cancer? 

a. Only one 
b. Only two 
c. All the three 
d. None 

 

Why have violent protests in Kenya continued? (01 August) 
Why was the financial Bill so controversial? Why are people protesting even after the Bill was 
withdrawn by Kenyan President William Ruto? What does this mean for the region at large? 

• Protests in Kenya turned violent after lawmakers passed a controversial financial Bill on June 25. 
• President William Ruto withdrew the Bill the next day, but protests continued. 
• According to the Kenya National Human Rights Commission, over 50 people were killed and 628 

arrested. 
• The Bill proposed various tax measures: 

o 16% VAT on bread 
o 25% excise duty on cooking oil 
o 5% tax on digital transactions 
o Annual 2.5% tax on vehicles 
o Eco-tax on plastic goods 
o 16% tax on construction and equipping specialized hospitals 
o Increase in import tax from 2% to 3% 
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• The government aimed to collect $2.7 billion to help pay off $80 billion in debt, which is 68% of 
Kenya’s GDP. 

• The Bill increased the cost of living, causing public distress. 

Why are protests continuing? 

• President Ruto withdrew the controversial Bill on June 26 due to violent protests and global criticism. 
• The protests expanded beyond the Bill’s issues, reflecting broader discontent with Ruto’s 

administration. 
• Discontent included Mr. Ruto's scrapping of fuel subsidies a month after taking office. 
• Previous protests in July 2023 against a Bill with a 5% housing levy and 16% tax on petroleum products 

had already resulted in 23 deaths. 
• After the Bill withdrawal, the protests shifted focus to police brutality. 
• By the third week, the protests turned into anti-government demonstrations addressing corruption, 

mis-governance, and demanding Ruto’s resignation. 
• The success of the protests led more Kenyans to join in, addressing various public grievances. 
• President Ruto, who took office in September 2022, promised to tackle unemployment and poverty 

but failed to maintain his popularity. 
• Kenya’s inflation rate was recorded at 5.1% in May. 
• The World Bank reported that a third of Kenya's 52 million people live in poverty and 5.7% of the labor 

force is unemployed, the highest in East Africa. 
• Transparency International’s Corruption Perceptions Index 2023 ranks Kenya 126 out of 180 countries. 

What next? 

• On July 19, President Ruto sacked his cabinet and announced a new one, including four opposition 
figures, which may not significantly reduce protests. 

• Kenya is in a debt crisis, and any future financial reforms could provoke more protests, indicating a 
crisis for Ruto’s administration. 

• Nine African countries are facing a debt crisis in 2024, and 15 are at risk of distress, leading to 
increased taxes or debt restructuring. 

• The Kenyan protests have inspired youth across Africa, with Ugandan youth protesting against 
corruption on July 23. 

• Other illiberal democracies in Africa might follow Kenya and Uganda’s example, potentially leading to 
widespread violence in the region. 

 

 

 




